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Central Barcelona on a budget

. By Alda GIl Pérez

CHIC and Basic Tallers (lit-
erally ‘workshops’) is a new
concept in holiday accom-
modation. The group knows
exacdy what its clients want,

and the proof of the pud-

The aim of this hotel chain
is very simple: offering the
maximum comfort at afford-
able prices, the design and lo-
cation of the hotel top
priority Despite this,
ntnslc'l‘aﬂersxswaho-
tel, neither is it a hostel, and
far from being a youth hostel.
Yet it manages to be all three

who run

loud and clear, bacause they
give the services that a no-
mad needs when they come
to a big city and want to en-
joy th ves and exhaust
themselves exploring, with-
out having to share their
precious hours of sleep with
anyone else.

Staying in the centre of the city without paying a
fortune was usually synonymous with a dark and
dingy hostel, until the arrival of the Chic and Basic
- a new concept in hotels for travellers who don't
want to rough it but don’t need to be in the lap of
luxury. Next to the Placa de la Universitat, the best
of Barcelona is just a few minutes away on foot.

At just a minute on foot
from the Plaga de la Univer-
sitat and five minutes from
the Plaza Catalufa, Chic
and Basic looks like any
other city-centre building
You have to go up to the sec-
ond floor to enter, and you'll
walk into a corridor painted
white t’nm floor o ceiling,

ly-lit

orange tubes that come out
of the door-frames. Suddenly
it seems that the block has
transformed into a plush cen-
tral London hotel where you
wouldn’t get change out of
200 pounds sterling just for
the room.

There is no reception nor
complex system of room
service. The people who run
it just explain to you which

is your room and from here
on in, you can start to enjoy
yourself.

In the communal area you'll
find a tall table with trans-
parent stools where you'll be
welcomed with a cup of tea,
coffee or a sandwich, without
paying a single céntimo. It's
as close as you'll get to being
in a friend’s house, borrow-
ing a room for your holidays.
It might not be the same as
being in your own house,
but you won't feel homesick
if you're staying for several
weeks.

The rooms, also white, evm
the floor and

not especially large and do
not have a wardrobe, but as it
mainly caters for tourists and
couples who are only staying

for a couple of nights, this is
not crucial.

Every room has a plasma-
screen television and connec-
tion for an iPod or MP2 play-

er. There is even Wi-Fi and air
cmdiliming that you can set
to your own, preferred level,
in each of the rooms.

The showers are built into
the wall, which can be awk-
ward in terms of privacy if
you're not travelling alone,
but as there is one in each
rcom you do not have to
share a bathroom with total
strangers as you would in a
youth hostel.

In the morning, breakfast is
available, and you prepare it
yourself. This type of servics,
which you can only imagine
in a small hotel, has many
advantages for independent
m*el]:i who don't want to
have to stick to fixed time-ta-
bles nor restrictions. You can
eat as much as you like from
a very European menu - ce
real, toast, coffee, tea, jam,
fruit and fruit juices. Other
customers come and go to the
large table and share their
experiences of the trip.

The best of all is having

your own room, with all the
privacy you'll need, in the
centre of a city and at a very
le price - a very
common concept in Europe
but which has not caught on
yet in Spain. At Chic and Ba-
nc.lheydonllmveaoomplex
about being small. They're
just proud to be able to give
so much and provide such a
pleasant service without pro-
tocol or red tape.

Leaving the building you
just drink in Cataluia. The
Plaga de la Universitat is
on the right and the red and
white bikes up and down
the street. Europe is closer at
every step, and Las Ramblas
just a few metres away
The same group has a ho-
tel in Barcelona with larger
rooms in an historic build-
ing, next to the Santa Cata-
lina market.

Opposite the hotel E1 White
Bar, since they couldn’t have
it any other way, the same
style and concept. design,
service and breath of fresh
air is all there. They have
varied menus and even DJ
music available.

Also, in Barcelona, you can

stay in one of the Chic and
Basic apartments, which is
just like owning a second
home directly in the middle
of the Born district. These
apartments have everything
you need to live in the city
either for long periods or as
afamuy with all the taste-

kitchens and bedclothes.

ommodation  and
services provided by Chic
and Basic offer tailor-made
customer service and quality,
a far cry from the standard
procedures and protocol of
large hotel chains.
For more information, take
a look at www.chicandbasic.
com.




